child within family, school and community. All the authors write out of hospital and domiciliary experience, with a consistency unusual in a multiauthor textbook; this is not, one feels, because of clever editing, but rather because it is the authentic native language. The reviewer could rise for a moment from his posture ofenthusiastic salutation to adopt a critic's combative stance. In a condensed account of 'mongolism' the statement that 'the diagnosis can only be made with absolute certainty by chromosome studies' is academically exact rather than helpful. Everyone concerned will really want to be absolutely certain, and who is to perform 2,000 chromosome studies every year? To advise radio-iodine uptakes for suspected cretins and to omit reference to the protein-bound iodine strikes oddly. On the circumcision of toddlers does the prophecy of years of emotional disturbance reflect a controlled study or just the popular belief of the moment? It would be nice to know. But these are carping comments on a generally first-class book. The eleven, under their captain Professor Donald Court, are to be congratulated on producing a lively, interesting and comprehensive series of pediatric consultations with family doctors.
A WHITE FRANKLIN

Family Psychiatry by John G Howells MD DPM ppxiii+110 18s Edinburgh & London: Oliver & Boyd 1963
The author of this book has based his child guidance on a firm foundation by educating all the workers concerned in the care of children in his area in the disciplines of child psychiatry, and the usefulness of treating emotional disorder in children at an early stage. This book contains much that is of value. It outlines the nature of the team needed to deal with emotional problems in children, defines the function of each of its members and stresses the point, so often neglected, that the emotionally disturbed child is part of a family containing other disturbed people who need treatment and education. Dr Howells's team works in close co-operation with general practitioners, school medical officers and health visitors. Dr Howells recognizes that somatic disorder must be defined and treated where present, since it may be the origin of emotional disturbance, school failure, or psychosomatic symptoms which seem hysterical. The account of the way in which Dr Howells set up his clinic is extremely interesting. The ratio of his staff to his patients would seem beyond the wildest dreams of people working in areas less blessed with a sympathetic interest in the subjectit is therefore heartening to discover that Regional Hospital Boards and voluntary bodies can be persuaded to equip such an estab-lishment more than adequately. The book ends with an impressive chart of the types of care provided by Dr Howells's unit which, in itself, will provide an introduction to child guidance for those unacquainted with its disciplines. Army 1963 The second volume of the History of Internal Medicine in World War II, which is part of the total series prepared by the US Army Medical Department, is concerned with clinical descriptions of certain infectious diseases and their impact on military operations in the types of conditions often to be found only when non-immune populations enter the area of an endemic disease.
As a history of the work on infectious diseases by the Army Medical Service in the various theatres of war in which US Forces operated it is an impressive record, not least because of the difficulties which must inevitably occur in utilizing the opportunities for investigation and collection of data in active service conditions. But it is very much more than that. Although many of the cases have already been reported in the medical press, their inclusion in this volume brings into focus experiences which should be studied by all who may be concerned with the health and welfare of groups in conditions which invariably arise in war but may well occur in other circumstances. Not unnaturally, in view of the nature of many of the campaigns in which the US Forces were engaged, much of the record deals with tropical diseases and with the occurrence of non-tropical disease in tropical conditions. It can therefore be regarded as a valuable supplement to the standard works on these aspects of internal medicine, not only for the Service medical officer but also for the student. J HARRISON The Scientific Basis of Medicine -Annual Reviews 1963 edited by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation pp ix +348 illustrated 40s London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1963 The increasing volume of medical research tends to swamp the clinician, and its fragmentation tends to isolate the research worker from his colleagues in other fields. Both feel an increasing need for predigested knowledge which is authoritative and up to date, so that reviews, abstracts,
